SLUG NEWSLETTER 


SiC l=“ ir LOvISVILLE USERS GROUP 


supporting the Coleco ADAM, TIMEX SINCLAIR, and QL systems 


At our last meeting (in May), attendance was 
particularly low. Much of this was attributed to the fact 
that the newsletter has gone bi-monthly and members no 
longer get a monthly reminder. It was also pointed out that 
the bi-montly newsletter format only saves $.05 per issue 
every other month. 


As expected, I do have some responses to these matters. 
First, it may be true that we need to remind users of the 
meetings. However, it might be more than just that. It 
could be thai the meeting time has become inconvenient for 
many of our members. Speaking for myself, I would love to 
begin attending our meetings again, but work has prevented 
it. In discussions with a few other members, nobody seems 
to object to changing our meeting date. We are likely to 
choose either Sunday afternoons or Friday evenings. Please 
get in touch with me soon if you have a preference. 


As far as the newsletters go, the bi-monthly format has 
been a necessity for me due to time, not our budget. As the 
late delivery of this issue attests, I have been much too 
busy to put a monthly issue together. Even with Summer upon 
us, I've been overloaded with obligations. I have begun 
working two jobs for a while, and it's been a demanding 
arrangement. I may keep only the more valuable of the jobs 
to free up some time, but for now I am not ready to make 
that decision. 


It has been a pleasant surprise to have newsletters 
like PUGET SOUND ADAM NETWORK, ST. LOUIS ADAM USERS GROUP, 
ADAM WASHINGTON AREA USERS GROUP, and ADAM-LINK OF UTAH 
trade with us. Much of our ADAM material is contributed by 
me, and I am trying to get our ADAM and TIMEX users to 
participate more. Certainly these newsletters are not 
getting as much material as they send us, but I hope the 
content is appreciated... Shawn 


| | 
| This newsletter is published bi-monthly by the Sinclair | 
| Louisville User's Group. While S.L.U.G. strives for | 
| accuracy and completeness, no responsibility for errors | 
| or omissions can be accepted. 
| | 
| | 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: $7.50 per year, payable to Jim Dodrill 


SSSSsSSS=SSS2 SSS SS SS S52 SS SS SS SSS SSS S55 S55 SS SS SS SSS 5S S555 55 555555 5=—= 


EDITOR’S NOTE: Here is an article from another Sinclair group- I do eet neve. 
any information on this group,» so if you know their name or whether they are 
still active» we’d like to hear from you. Thanks- 
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I know that many of you have the 2020 cassette recorder. I 
have one myself. I have found several ways to get a better 
signal from it and also a way to add a button that will allow 
you fast wind e or 3 times faster than normal so you can fast 
forward or rewind those long tapes in short order. I have found 
that the output level from tape that you record on this machine 
is rather low. This requires you to turn the level almost all 
the way up. If you add a resistor and a cap as shown in this 
schematic, you will increase the signal on the tape as well as 
changing the amount of high end recorded. I have found that 
after making this minor modifacation that I can lower the volume 
level to the same or lower than prerecorded tapes. 

Remove the back and look at the printed circuit board. Cél 
is mounted on the back of the PCB so it is easy to get to. It is 
marked .0012. Just add the 2 parts.Ca 33K resistor and a .00S 
cap.) Now for the Fast button. This is also easy to do. simply 
drill a small hole (1/4 or smaller) for the button in the lower 
right corner next to the built in mic. Install the momentary 
button and solder 2 wires about 3” long. Solder one wire to 
terminal 2 of the IC regulator on the small PCB and the cther 
wire goes to terinal 3. If the button doesn’t work, you are on 
terinals 3 and 4 instead. Be careful not to apply too much heat 
when soldering! A 10 to 35 watt iron works best. If you have a 
problem, give me a call! c¢c661-%105) : Japes &. DuPuy 


TS 2020. 
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The ADAM Scene: April/May 1989 ae 
by Shawn Merrick 


In spite of the non-computer distractions that the 
Spring season usually brings, the ADAM community has been 
quite active lately! Before I disclose the current news 
about people, places, and things, I want to introduce our 
readers to a special file type that I've just started to 
work with. I think a lot of you can benefit right away from 
this practical information. 


DIRECTORIES AND FILES 


Most ADAM users probably have some idea of how the 
directory on their disk or DDP works. Directories for 
various operating systems (OS) are arranged in different 
ways and locations. For example, our CP/M directory is not 
set up the same way our EOS directory is. The real purpose 
behind having a directory is to allow files or programs to 
be accessed, altered, copied, or erased, quickly and easily. 
If you've ever used a regular tape recorder for computer 
files, you know how hectic it can be to have information all 
over a tape, and no index or directory to help you find 
something specificl 


Assuming that OS file conversion programs exist, it is 
possible to place files from a disk with one OS onto a disk 
with a completely different OS. Of course the file may not 
be very easy (or even possible!) to use while it is on the 
"foreign" OS disk, but it will be stored safely. Here's an 
example of this practice: 


What do you do if you run a BBS with the CP/M OS, but 
want to make SmartBASIC (EOS) files available to users? 
Just use the CP/M program “ADAMCPM" to take the SmartBASIC 
programs and convert them to a CP/M disk format. The CP/M 
copy of a SmartBASIC program is not useable until it is 
converted back onto an EOS disk. Then SmartBASIC can access 
it. In this case, "CPMADAM" unconverts it. 


This js all fine and dandy when dealing with files that 
are easily handled. If you have a program to do the 
necessary file conversions, away you go! However, there are 
two situations that require a different approach. First, 
there might not be a conversion program for your needs. 
Returning to our CP/M example, "ADAMCPM" and "CPMADAM" will 
only convert hexadecimal and ASCII files from/to EOS. They 
are not programmed to deal with binary or other file types. 
Second, what do you do with a program that is not contained 
in a file, but instead is spread throughout various parts of 
the disk (like our SuperGames)? 


IMAGING 


In these predicaments, it is possible to use an image 


. 


file. Perhaps not universal, but for our purposes an image 
file is a copy of part of the disk. Whether the disk has an 
important boot block, directory filing system, or 
half-hazard scattering of data, you save a “snapshot” of it 
onto a different OS disk for storage. Simple, isn't it? 


In late 1985, Chris Hills wrote a pair of programs to 
save image files onto CP/M disks. IMAGE.COM will create the 
files, and CLONE.COM will un-convert them back into bootable 
programs. I've been using version 1.B of IMAGE and 1.A of 
CLONE. They seem to work great, with only one limitation. 
IMAGE assumes you will be using drive A as the source drive. 
You must tell image to save the file onto some other drive. 
CLONE likewise assumes you will be using drive A as the 
destination. This can get a little confusing if you have 
different size DISK drives. You just need to remember to 
boot CP/M in a disk or tape drive that is the same size as 
the media you are trying to convert. Other than that, you 
just tell IMAGE how many blocks to save and it does the 
rest. 


You will probably want to use a utility to examine the 
disk and see how many blocks to save before you run IMAGE. 
It is easiest when the disk uses a directory system and you 
can count the filesizes immediately. Otherwise, you can 
search for the lowest numbered block that looks unused. 
It's not always easy when working with programs that are 
spread throughout the disk, and you are better off to save 
as much of the disk as you can fit onto your CP/M file. 


When unconverting an imagecé file, you will surely want 
to use a newly formatted disk for the reconstruction of the 
bootable program. Keep in mind you have effectively saved 
an entire disk as one file in CP/M, and now you are putting 
a whole disk together to runl 


I've heard some people say that the image files take 
less space than the program size normally occupies. My 
versions of IMAGE and CLONE do not seem to have any effect 
on the file size. You certainly will save space when you 
know you only need to save, for example, the first 3 blocks 
of TROLL'S TALE. The rest of that disk is not even used. 
Perhaps it is possible to use a program like CRUNCH to 
compress the data. However, you are always taking a chance 
that the data might be destroyed. It is certainly something 
to experiment with though...and I think MOST of us ADAM 
users LOVE to experiment! 


LAST MINUTE UPDATE: 


I've just gotten a copy of CLONE2.COM which was written 
by Chris Hills and Tony Morehen. It allows you to select 
source and destination drives, as well as an optional first 
track for the bootable disk. I don't know if a version of 
IMAGE.COM is available with the same features, but I will be 
checking on that for the next newsletter. 
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GETTING INTO DOT-MATRIX...THE SERIAL APPROACH 
by Shawn Merrick 


Perhaps you are one of the ADAM users that have a 
parallel interface and dot-matrix printer? If you've made 
the "jump" to dot-matrix, congratulations! However, this 
article is not really going to benefit you. In fact, I'm 
trying to present an option to the ADAM community that was 
not practical until very recently. 


Looking at the standard parallel setup, it costs a 
minimum of $180.00 to get started with dot-matrix hardware. 
The interface can be bought for around $20.00, and the 
printers are usually $160.00-$300.00 depending on the 
features you select. If you have the money and want to 
expand your ADAM, parallel is certainly the way to go. 
Software patches have been readily available for some time. 


On the other hand, what if you would like to have some 
dot-matrix speed, graphics, and flexibility, but can only 
spend $50.00? It can be done! Of course, I'm slightly 
cheating here...I'm taking for granted that you already have 
a serial port for an external modem. If you don't, I highly 
suggest you spend the $70 to get one because the modem 
benefits ALONE are fantastic. You can run 1200 or 2400 
baud, which is 4 or 8 times faster than the ADAMLink moden. 
As an added incentive, you will have the option of adding a 
serial printer and operating system patch for less than 
$50.00 


I'm talking about the Cancn therial printer, which was 
manufactured for the IBM PC Jr. computer. It's a full-size 
80-column printer with special modes for compressed, 
expanded, underlined, and bold characters. It’ also has 
480-bit image graphics, although I discovered it seems to be 
capable of 560-bit image graphics! Why is this printer only 
$50.00? Two reasons. First reason, it requires thermal 
paper. Generally a little more expensive and harder to 
find, keep in mind you won't be buying printer ribbons. In 
fact, I have easy access to thermal paper rolls since they 
are similar to FAX paper. Small rolls of paper that might 
not make it through the night are usually discarded! Second 
reason, it uses serial transmission. This is slightly 
slower and commonly been replaced by parallel printers. In 
spite, it leaves SmartWRITER printer in the dust! 


Will this little gadget do a pretty good job? You bet! 
Why hasn't this hardware been more popular with ADAM users? 
Until now, no software supported this printer. Yes, Tony 
Morehen did write a serial printer patch for his CP/M 
modifications, but unless you manually controlled the flow 
of data (CTL-S), the Canon often goofed up. The problem 
seems to be that the printer is always “telling” the serial 
port that it is ready for data, and its buffer overflows. 
This causes temporary garbage on the printout and possible 


loss of characters. It is possible that a time delay could 
be programmed into CP/M during printouts; I am likely to . 
look into that soon. That still doesn't help with Coleco 
software though. 


Guess who wrote a serial patch for Coleco software? 
You got it...mel It's a real EOS patch, so any program that 
goes to the operating system for printouts will work. I did 
not get around to buffering data for ‘reverse’ lines. The 
SmartWRITER printer is not too smart, because it really 
needs a control code to make it print backwards. In this 
case, the software must send the data in reverse order! So 
at the moment, my patch does not support our built-in 
word-processor or ADAMCalc since they are bi-directional. 
Also, some programs access the hardware directly and an 
operating system patch just won't bypass the daisy printer. 
You must change EACH of these programs seperately to make 
them work. ADAMLink is a prime example. It is possible to 
use SmartFILER and the GET FORMAT option to print about 42 
lines of a word-processor file. This is not fun, but does 
help any eager beavers who can't wait for the bi-directional 
enhancements. 


But let's not be negative. What CAN my patch do right 
now? It works with any EOS-calling software that prints 
forward. You can definitely run SmartFILER, SmartBASIC, 
SmartLOGO, Flash Card Maker, and Super Dam Busters with this 
patch. This is just the beginning, not a limitation! I'm 
sure there is lots of other software I don't even own that 
probably runs with the EOS patch. And I am looking for a 
safe place in memory to buffer those reverse lines. Then I 
should be able to have SmartWRITZR WP and ADAMCalc running. 


First, you turn on the ADAM and insert the patch. It's 
a machine language program that loads in about 2 seconds 
from disk or 7 seconds from tape (only 1K). By the way, the 
rest of the tape can be used as normal. I only need the 
boot block to load the patch! Once loaded, the opening 
message displays and you insert the bootable program you 
want to run. Press a key, and the system reboots with my 
changes set up. 


And let's not forget that you can play with the 
dot-matrix graphics. Although you might have to write your 
own graphics printer programs, it is particularly easy if 
you have the new SmartBASIC+ with the OUT command. The 
thermal printer booklet includes a brief example of how 
graphics are used. 


I bought my Canon printer from B.G. MICRO in Texas. It 
was right about $40 including shipping and a DB25 connector! 
Lately I have not seen this printer being advertised by 
them, but other dealers have had it for $10 more. You might 
check with B.G. in case they have a few left. 


It's not the greatest printer in the world, but it is 
very quiet, reasonably quick, and very, very affordable. 
And with my S-PATCH software ($6.00 disk / $8.00 DDP), 
you'll be able to start using it right away. And isn't that 
price/performance ratio the reason we chose ADAM in the 
first place? 


Shawn Merrick 


SPECIAL THANKS TO GEORGE HAVACH: 


...for his comments about the way SmartFiler handles 
linefeeds between printed records. His replies to questions 
I posted on CompuServe pointed me in the general direction 
of finding out why I was having trouble with S-PATCH and 
SmartFiler. Now the problem is fixed, and here's the 
scoop... 


It is normal for an ADAM program to send a linefeed to 
the SmartWriter printer, which "knows" it is the same as two 
half-linefeeds. However, the SmartFiler programmers cheated 
a little. Every time they SHOULD have sent a linefeed, they 
sent two half-feeds. This unusual (non-standard) approach 
worked on SmartWriter, but not on the Canon. The half-feed 
character (11) is a vertical tab on the Canon printer. That 
means it rolls the paper to the next tab stop, or if no tabs 
are preset, prints a regular linefeed. In other words, I 
was getting twice as many linefeeds as needed since the 
SmartFiler programmers bypassed the normal linefeed 
character (10). After hours of tedious searching for the 
problem, it was easy to fix. My S-PATCH software will only 
print every OTHER half-feed.. 


So there you have it...something for the ADAM trivia 
book! 


SAMPLES OF TEXT ON CANON THERMAL PRINTER 
using SmartBASIC with S-PATCH 


NORMAL normal 
DOUBLE WIOTH Doub] = 


COMPRESSED Compressed 
Double Width AND Compressed 


and NORMAL with underline! 


AND oraphics too! 


TER J 


blidtkhr 


\ 


if >REM ROMAN TO ARABIC | \ 


Have you ever wondered why the cane RANDOMIZE USR 188: OPEN 4, 8 
copyright date on movies is always on 
the screen in ROMAN numerals. I think sauce ee 
this is so that the distributors can 52 PRINT AT 18,7; "ENTER ROMAN 
hide the fact that the movie wes made rah oa p=d 
years ago and they are just geting 728 INPUT ns 
around to releasing it now. Sometimes a Bate eee ee cane 
movie is pretty bad and they dont want “Wee ce oe 
to spend more money to release it. But 118 LET y=p 
after a few years the star gets hot or ec ae oS ee ae 
: agen a ' =1 To 7 
moives about MUTANT BROWNIES are big 140 IF n3ia) ="IVUXLCDM" (6b) THEN 
this year, and they think they can maxe 60 TO 158 
a fast buck. TSG NEXT b 
. / (152 PRINT AT 5,5, "3"; FLASH Ijin 
$i ELASH @;"<";" NOT A VALID NUM 
With this short program you can 1728 GO To s@ 
break their code. It was on a tape with Fn te AO oe tie “@oloasa1a05a10a5 
programs for the 7S/1900 that I picked 192 ier ucea ie ntti b>=p)-(v AND 
up at a Fest a few years azo, so I don't b<P) 
know who the author is. It is for a 1000 aon tees THEN LET p=b 
bat it will also work on a 2963. I don't B20 PRINT AT 42,41;n8;" = "j¥ 
= . Se Mere 2223 Go To 52 
ae about a ADAM but I don't see why e250 RANDOMTSE Sen ee. Comey ee, 
9999 PRINT #4: SAVE “ROMAN. BI" L 
INE 19 
Pais listing is for a sAatsT DD, so i? you don't have 
that system deleat lines 20 and 9990. Also you won't need / 
> PRINT #4 < in line 9999 / 


--e-Jim Dodrill 


Editor's Note: This program will not run on ADAM without 
several modifications. As soon as the TIMEX-specific 
functions can be identified, we may print an ADAM version of 
the program. 


DONT BE F BONEREAD 


SUPPORT 
YOUR 


BEFORE YOU) BECOME EXTINCT 


Rev 5/10/89 
$8$ ORIGINAL SOFTWARE FOR THE COLECO ADAM HOME COMPUTER $33 


‘Exclusively available from: 
Shawn Merrick 
6413 Briscoe Lane 
Louisville, KY 40228-1641 
USA 


A lot of good things have been happening in the ADAM community. We’re still finding new hardware like the hard drive 
interface, software of all types, and some fine usergroups and newsletters that support our systes. Here is the latest that I can 
personally offer you. If you have questions or need help, please send a SASE and you’ll hear from ae in less than a week! 


1.  ADAMCastle Bulletin Board System (VERSION 2.3F] Disk-$42.50 Datapack-$45.00 


- Here’s a full-featured message systea with file transfer abilities! This is perfect for growing usergroups or business 
ventures. It will run on any ADAM computer using the CP/M operating systes. Disk drives or RAM expanders are suggested since they 
increase the access speed, but are not necessary*. Configure the BBS quickly and easily to handle your expansions. Supports a 4¢k 
pessage area on built-in RAM to provide instant secsage retrieval. You can save messages to disk or tape anytiae using a command. 
Messages can be entered in public or private, and mail search finds thes quickly. Error checking prevents crashes. Special REMOTE 
operator levels can be assigned to individuals to assist you with systee content, but saintenance is autosatic. SmartKey window 
displays inforaation atovt the user that is logged-in to the systes. Create up to 6 aessage bases, 6 upload drives, and & download 
drives. Transfers files with XMODEM UL/DL and ASCI! DL protoccis. 


2. S-PATCH Disk-$4.00 Datapack-$8.00 


Want to get DOT-MATRIX printouts from the ADAM, but don’t want to spend $200 for a parallel printer and $20 for an interface? 
If you own a serial port, or plan to buy one, this is the cheapest way to start using dot-matrix graphics and speed. Your serial 
port noraaily runs an external sodea (300, 1200, or 2400 bauds), but this serial patch software will let it run the Canon Theraal 
Printer too! (Not at the sase tiae.) This coapact printer was designed for the IBM PC Jr. and uses rolls or sheets of theraal 
paper like FAX sachines. The printer is available with a regular DB2s connector for as low as $40.00 With this serial patch 
software, you can run Coleco EOS programs on the theraal printer. Any prograa that uses EOS functions and does not print bi- 
directionally should work. SeartFILER database, SeartLO60, SmartBASIC, FlashCard Maker, and Super Das Busters are sose of the 
prograas that do work. Unfortunately, soae prograas like ADAMLink do not use the EOS function, but control the SmartWriter hardware 
directly. At this price, you can afford to try DOT-MATRIX without euch risk. 


/\/\/\F PLEASE REMEMBER \/\/\/\ When you purchase software froa a dealer, you are proving there is still @ deaand for new ADAM 
prograas. Pirating software hurts everyone. It makes legal software cost aore, and it drives prograsaers to systeas with less 
piracy or stronger deaand. If you use software, please pay for it! You won’t be sorry. 


3.  ADAM/Sinclair Newsletter $7.50 yearly 

The Sinclair Louisville User Group supports ADAM and TIMEX/SINCLAIR coeputers. Each bi-sonthly issue is about 24 pages of 
prograas, articles, product reviews, and general good stuff. Large portions of ADAM coverage are contributed by Shawn Merrick as 
developsents occur. This is a non-profit organization; funds are used for club expenses and activities. Make check or aoney order 


payable to Jia Dodrill (treasurer) for a subscription. 


Have soee ADAM questions, coneents, or ideas? Wo purchase necessary ~ just send an SASE. 


EEE EAA 
FOR SALE! !----- FOR SALE! !----- FOR SALE! !----- tttkeetteeeee 


1 ColecoVision with ADAM expansion module, ADAM accessory 
kit, Coleco carts- Zaxxon, Donkey Kong, Donkey Kong Jr., 
Star Trek, Omega Race, Cosmic Avenger, Mr. Do, Mousetrap, 
and Gorf. Also includes Atari cartridge adapter with 15 
Atari games and 2 Activision games. ADAM software- 
SmartLOGO, ADAMCalc, Smart Letters & Forms, SmartFILER, and 
ExperType, and spare datapacks. Total Price...$350 
(includes shipping) 


Gary Mattmiller 

5301 Burkett Ct. 
Louisville, KY 40291 
502-239-0714 
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ATTENTION: NEXT TWO MEETINGS> >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>3>>>333> 
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Meetings are still on the second Wednesday of the month, 
6801 Outer Loop, from 7:30 PM to 9:00 PM. We May choose 
another day soon, so let's here from youl How about Sunday 
afternoons? 


SINCLAIR NEWS SINCLAIR NEWS SINCLAIR NEWS 


fi local member of S.L-U.G-, Keith Lyons» has written a cash register 
Program for the TS-1000. We were expecting the listing and documentation for i 
this issue; but it has not arrived even though this issue is being published 4 
late. Watch for that item in our next issue (Jun’Jul)>, which should be printed 
timely. 


Jim Dodrill is trying to work a trade out with Jim Pitts. As many of 
you may be aware, Pitts has gotten into the Apple JEL Plus Computer system and 
doesn’t do a lot with the Sinclair anymore- Since Oodrill has an Apple, and 
it didn’t impress him, he’s trying to trade it for Pitt’s 2068- We’ll have to 
wait and see how this works out since Pitt’s says he has enough Apple stuff,’ 
but will think it over. 


I recently came across an advertisement for some Sinclair QL systems at 
$149.00 It was mail order, but I’m not sure exactly who had them. T?1l dig it 
up and let you know in our next issue because it was a recent advertisement. 


That ad may have been in the COMPUTER SHGFPER magazine, which has 
resular columns for ADAM and SINCLAIR. It’s nice to have a national publi- .” | 
cation support you! | 

; | 

I?ll try to gather a better SINCLAIR mix for the next issue, soa please ~ 

be patient. I can only print what is submitted! re 
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CTL-C=Abort CTL-O=Skip Msq 
CTL-S=Pause Cany key resumes) 


(Aduthor’s Address 

(Chat Mode Request 

(Feedback Message to Shawn 
(I>nformation about the BBS ; 
(Mail Search 
(News Bulletin 
CO>ther ADAM BBS Numbers 

(Pdost Message/Mail 

(Roead Messages/Mail 

(Sdcan Messages/Mail i 
(User Changes 

(R> = File Transfer fea 
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O° AAS 
= ADAMCastle BES presents: 
pees bees eect: AWAUG 
Sed an ADAM Bulletin Brrerd List 703-922-5497 2007120072400 
ssa isto a eens. 24 HES Ea 
— The ADAMCastle ee 
502-968-5439 3007120072400 Freedom Church of Utah BES 
24 HRS WKE ONLY, EST 801-561-2216 30071200 
The ADAM Hideaway M-A-C-H- 1 
404-292-9195 300671200 414-762-0492 209 
FRI-SUN 9PhM-19AMN 9P-6A DAILY 
ADAM Support Group and The Powder Keg 
ADAM User’s Group 416-492-5756 390 
404-476-5914 300 6P FRI-SA MON, EST 


Hours unknown at present 
St. Louis ADAM User Group 


Akron ADAM and CP/M Support 314-773-1551 (baud? 
Group (formerly NOAH) THU-SUN SPM —- 6AM 
216-882-4729 371272400 

24 Hours Bees 
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